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‘CIRCULAR LETTER TO THE CHURCHES. 
HE Kent and Suffex Affociation having been eftablifhed near 
twenty years, the general defign of ‘it is pretty well known, 
| therefore it is need! {5 to fay any thing on that head; only, we juft 
obferve, that as th connexion is of too great extent to admit of our 
friends i in general njoying the “opportunity of perfonal attendance, 
oneend anfwered by this Letter 1s, their information of what is 
tranfacted at our At hual Meeting, together with an- account of the 
-ftate of the feveral | hurches 5 aud it alfo ‘obviates every ground of 
fufpicion Which any ill difpofed perions might be inclined to entertain 3 
of the occafion of our aflembling 


j 

| 


Asi i has been our practice to addrefs the Churches by an annual ee 
Letier, fo it has been cuftomary, of late years, to propofe aqueftion ~~ 
on fome religious fubject, with a view to its being anfwered the next 
year. The firft queftion on the laft year’s ha is that which we fhall .. 
reply to now: Iris ftated thus, ‘© What is believing in ‘Fefus Chrif, 
“* unto eternal life pe This being a queftion of great importance, 
‘it requires a piain and faithful aniwer. The|particulars contained in 
it are: Faith—The ob jeck af Chr ft Fefus.—The end of 


| 


The meaning of the quettion i is not merely, | what is it to believe ? 
but what is it io believe in Chiift? Itis not barely what isit 
: | lieve in Chrift > but whatis it to believe in him unto eternal life? 
| The queft. on under confideration Ampiies: on the one hand that there 
1s a believing : yeay a believing in Chi iif, which is not unto eternal | 
life. Perfons may, by education, reading, and hearing, be brought ~ ~— 
to beheve inany of the truths of God, and yet never enter the king- 
‘donof God. Eteiinal life may not be conneéted with their faith. 
On che other hand the queftion unplies that there i is a believing which 
is unra-eternal life, it bemg promifed unto the fubjcéts of it, and 
connected with the ; believing ; this is evident from thofe words of © 
Chirit | ‘© He that belicu th on the Son hat » everlafi inv life.” Foka 
fit He that believe.h fuall be fave...” John 46, We 
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power of 


‘True faith 
fhews that it is a covenant bleffing from 
‘to come by hearing, Rom. x. 17. 
notin general to all that hear. 


external evi 
‘way, as Si 


beart, which Is a velfe! 


Kirt. 
| 
feems to i tend, 


I. Cor. ii. 


unto eternal life. 


abundantly, 


is called the faith of God’ 


fpoken and tome believe them not. | 
| | | 


Numbers have heard many on faith, who neve 
Many have fat under the gol € 
| from their childhood until grey hairs have been on them, and, afte 
all have died i in uabelief—bleffed be God it is not fo with all 1 Chat 
is the Author of faith to many. 


believed on Chritt unto eternal life. 


| Hebi 
operation of God many believe, and th 


Lord tha gives gr ace will give gi 


heart. 


is a faith which i is feated : in the Ahead. 
ence of | truth ; 


gall of bitternefs, and bond of iniquity’ 


the fiz ht of Ged. But that faith which 


of mercy 


the fight of God ; there being foine good. 
| | 


“now proce¢d to fhew what it is to believe in Jefus Chrift 
life, |. | : 


his fai toes not flaid i in the of men, 
By the wifdom of men, 
that natural wifdom which he received at the feet of © 
_Gamaliel sand | in which he profited much, But when he was brought to 
“fit at the feet of Jefus, he faw that human wifdom was not the mean 
which God defigned, for the bringing of fouls to believe: in Chritt 
| Therefore he aimed at preaching fo as to demon- 
~ ftrate that he was affifted” by’ the fpirit of the Lord. 
but his mee dependance for fuccefs was on the Lord. 
‘a. covenant. God. fad 
And fo it 


Secondly, We will point out the of true faith, i 1s 
With the heart-men believe unt righteoutnels. 
Again, If thou | believett with all thine 


| the hidden man of the heart. 


elect, Titus i. Wh 
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laxxiy. 1 i. 


in a 


His heart was not right 
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the Apottle 


And through th 
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And it is a truth t 


God of Mfrael. Faith thus fealed hath life ds its ultimate end. 
It fpringeth into life. We procged 


Philly. To the fubjecis of this faith. They are fuch as are 


realy alive, agre y toour Lord's words) to Martha. xi. 
h and believeth on me fhall never dic, What. | 


ever faith may be in a man that is dead in fins fuch faith is dead alfo ; 


-Whofoever liv 


as is the man fo is his faith. But living faith ‘1s only to" be found in 
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Fourthly. The centre of this faith is Cbrif.| He is the objeé& on 


is fixed. 


Doftrinally.. This includes a believing in him as the equal 
and eternal Son of God, it being what he bore teftimony to when on. be 
Earth, when he faid|that all men fhould honour the Son even as they — 


honour the Father. |Yohnv. 23. True faith is a Chrift honouring 


. anda Chrift exaltin grace. Thus j it appears in the Eunuch’s con~_ 
feffion. A&s viii. 37. I believe (faid he) that Jefus Chrift is 


Son of God : in which it is evident that he diftinguifhed between. 


the fonthip of Chrift/and his office capacity. He not only believed i In 


Fefus the Saviour, and Chrift the anointed, out he believed him to be 


the Son of God. Again, the inftance of the Thief on the crofs, 


who prayed to be remembered by Chrift when he cdine into his king- 


dom. A very fhort but full petition, prefented to Chrift in faithas ~ | 


is evident from his obtaining an anfwer. And i it is worthy of notice 


that the poor creature called Chrift, Lord, which is very marvellous, 


if we confider what he had been, and what he was when placed on 
the crofs. Yet wher 
wrought i in him in fi ach a fhort time : the fame power could produte 
that faith in him y which he believed in ‘the divinity of Chrift. 
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hat nothing fhort of a believing view of the Son > 


thofe who are (pititu Hy alive ; and that poffefs 
die eternal! y. 


we think of the wonderful change that was 


of God , as an Almighty Saviour, will render him precious in a dying : 


hour. 
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given as the anfwer of a good 


jects of it. 


ment; at 
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their hearts, and the finfulaets of their nature 


them to éfteem Chrift precious, to fuch he adm 
promifes to give them reft. 


T creisa believing in Chrit, 
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d opened the foliniain of hi: 
dat Chritt is all to the believe: 
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law for his people 
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a way for pardon by his atoke- f 


faith to the will 


in a confcientious way : which 
evil, and refifting 


Fifthly, The property of that by a foil 
eternal lif is fuch that will bear trying, and yet it abides ; herein 
it differs ftom that temporary faith, defcribed by an Lord in Luke 
; <6 “aoa believe for a while, but in time of temptation : 

Such faith ftanding a hard, rocky 


‘ftrikes roat, there is no dependance on it, nor 
But it is not fo with that faith which God implants. It 


is fubjeét indeed to be tried, as Abraham’ s. was, though | 


fame way j but was that Patriarch’ s faith injured by the tr 
not.’ Daniel’s faith was tried, but no manner of hurt 
upon him,| becaufe he believed in his God. That true faith will bear 


temptation, 
of Chrift 1 


ur 


never 


s blood te cleanfe them from all 
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on the fub- 


not in the | 
ial? It was 
was found | 


trying and yet abide, is evident from the Apoftle’ S words. 1 Pater 


“ land glory at the appearing of Jefus Chrift. sy 
though faith be tried, it is. pot injured; much lefs is it deftroyed. 
Now. (le may fome times feem to be loft, but it will certainly be founé ‘ 


Here 


‘hat the trial of your faith being much more precious. than Al 
that perifneth, might be found unto »_praife, 


nd honow 
i. fee that 


at the appearing of Chrift ;—found by its glorious Author ; ;—found 
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by the happy fubjeéts of it, to their great jey and everlaftiing 
{atom when they will have no more doubts and fears about Re. 
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“read of the work of 
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a living faith, 
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wings an eagle : 


‘Seventile, True faith, ora a believing unto ¢ 
erous grace. Iris a working grace :- hence we Pid | 
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a CONSISTING OF THOSE 


 Asurorp, SANDHURST, Fo.KsToNne, Besstx’s- 4 
GREEN, CHATHAM, and WILMINGTON, in Kent; * 


AND | AT 


Rye, Lewes, 


 BriGgHTHELMSTON, and Hanpcross, in Sufjex. 


The important Doétrines of Three equal in the Difine 

| Eternal and Perfonal Eleétjon to Holinefs here, and Eternal Lite 
hereafter The original Guilt and Depravity of Mankind | 3 
Particular Redemption Free Juftification “by the imputed 
Righteoufnefs of Chritt alone———Efficacious Grace in Regeneration 
the Perfeverance of the Saints to Glory. 
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